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FASHIONa Awards. Not only that, he is a proud 

ambassador for VisitScotland, the 
young designer celebrated Burns 
Night by showcasing his Spring-
Summer collection as well as hosting 
an exclusive party at Harvey Nichols 
in Edinburgh. 
Both of these 
amazing designers
 have put the spot 
light on Scottish 
fashion, but it will 
take more than one 
proud design-
er to crack the 
fashion world. 
The Scot-
tish Fashion 
Awards are 
quickly be-
coming one 
of the biggest 
fashion events 
of the year 
and a crucial 
part of getting 
Scottish fashion recognised. Tessa 
Hartmann founder and organiser of 
the event spoke to us on the growing 
popularity of the event and why she 
thinks the event is important for get-
ting Scottish fashion out there. 
“I’ve been involved in the world of 
fashion now for about 20 years and 
working with international brands 
I came across so many incredibly 
talented Scottish designers, so I had 
this mad idea to create a platform for 
the Scots”
“I wanted to get Scotland on the map 
with the international fashion weeks 
but the reality is there is never going 
to be a Scottish fashion week.”
The Scottish Fashion Awards have 
been influential in the recognition 

of Scottish Fashion, Hartmann said: 
“We work really hard to give this 
platform to the next generation of 
talent and believe we have played a 
huge part in bringing their names to 

the market place.
This isn’t just a 
celebration of 
Scottish fashion 
it’s a celebration 
of a fashionable 
Scotland.”
Scottish retails are 
great ambassadors 
for Scottish Fash-
ion. Sarah Gra-
ham, owner of La 
La Land boutique 
in Glasgow shares 

her love for Scottish fashion and 
how she would fill her shop with 
it: “I love Scottish designers, I 
stock my shop with as many Scot-
tish designs as I can, but there’s 
only so much a small boutique 
can do. It is important for big 

retailers to work in conjunction with 
Scottish designers.” Large department 
stores and retails are a very impor-
tant part of getting quality Scottish 
designs out there, Harvey Nichols in 
Edinburgh is actively involved in pro-
moting Scottish fashion, and other 
retails should follow their lead.”
Scotland has the talent to be up there 
with the fashion capitals of the world. 
It will take time, money and credibil-
ity to get to there, but with the combi-
nation of all the great contributors 
like the Scottish Fashion Awards and 
designers Scotland is slowly becom-
ing fashionable in its own right.
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From left to right: 
Kane recipiant of 
the Scottish De-
signer of the Year 
Award; Holly  Ful-
ton S/S 12 collection

‘This isn’t just a 
celebration of Scottish 

fashion, this is a 
celebration of 

FASHIONABLE 
Scotland’

Alexander McQueen, 
Christopher Kane, 
Holly Fulton some of 
the biggest names in 
fashion, but would 

you know they are Scottish… prob-
ably not. 
Scottish fashion is flourishing, pro-
ducing some of the best designers 
around yet receiving little recogni-
tion for doing so. When you think 
fashion immediately, London, New 
York, Paris and Milan pop into your 
head; they are the fashion capitals of 
the world. The question is why is a 
country that is creating some of the 
best talent in the industry not got its 
mark on the fashion map yet.  
The late Lee McQueen, son of Scot-
tish born Ronald and Joyce McQueen 
and the founder of the world fa-
mous Alexander McQueen label has 
been called a “modern-day genius” 
by British Vogue’s very own editor 
Alexandra Shulman. Winner of the 
British Fashion Designer of the Year 
Award four times and not to mention 
the fact that just about every celebrity 
you can think of has graced the red 
carpet in his designs. McQueen was

so influential in the fashion world 
that he gave other Scottish designers 
a window into the industry such as 
Christopher Kane. Kane has already 
achieved so much winning awards at 
both the Scottish and British Fashion 


